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the United States "in every respect/' and were to be submitted to the same body of electors for ratification. If congress passed favourably upon the constitution of a state thus submitted, then that state would be admitted to representation so soon as its new legislature should ratify the Fourteenth Amendment. After these provisions of the act had been complied with, military jurisdiction over that state was to cease. It was furthermore provided, that "until the people of said rebel states shall be by law admitted to representation in the congress of the United States, any civil governments which may exist therein shall be deemed provisional only, and in all respects subject to the paramount authority of the United States at any time to abolish, modify, control, or supersede the same." Such was this extraordinary act.
This act erected in each of the ten states a vice-royal rule outside of^ the constitution. President Johnson summed up his objection to the bill in a sentence of his veto message: "I submit to congress whether this measure is not, in its whole character, scope, and object, without precedent and without authority, in palpable conflict with the plainest provisions of the constitution, and utterly destructive to those great principles of liberty and humanity for which our ancestors on both sides of the Atlantic have shed so much blood and expended so much treasure." x
"Such was the policy of 'thorough' to which congress had made up its mind. Its practical operation was of course revolutionary in its effects upon the Southern governments. The most influential white men were excluded from voting for the delegates who were to compose the constitutional conventions, while the negroes were all admitted to enrolment. Unscrupulous adventurers appeared to act as the leaders of the inexperienced blacks in taking possession, first of the conventions, and afterwards of the state governments; and in the states where the negroes were most numerous, or their leaders most shrewd and unprincipled, an extraordinary carnival of public crime set in under the forms of law. Negro majorities gained complete control of the state governments, or, rather, negroes constituted the legislative majorities and submitted to the unrestrained authority of small and masterful groups of white men whom the instinct of plunder had drawn from the North. Taxes were multiplied, whose proceeds went for the most part into the pockets of these fellows and their confederates among the negroes. Enormous masses of debt were piled up, by processes both legal and fraudulent, and most of the money borrowed reached the same destination. In several of the states it is true that, after the conventions had acted, the white vote was strong enough to control, when united; and in these, reconstruction, when completed^ reinstated the whites in power almost at once. But it was in these states in several cases that the process of reconstruction was longest delayed, just because the wllite voters could resist the more obnoxious measures of the conventions; and in the mean time there was military rule." 2
On the 22nd of June, 1868, an act was passed for the admission of Arkansas. The president Ovetoed the bill on the 20th of March, but congress passed it over his veto on the 22nd. Three days later a similar act was passed admitting the states of North Carolina, South Carolina, Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida. This bill was vetoed by the president on the 25th, and passed over his veto by congress on the same day.
January 27th, 1870, Virginia was admitted into the Union; on the 3rd of February, Mississippi: Texas, March 30th.
Virginia was required to ratify the Fifteenth Amendment to the federal
lS?n textj see McPherson's History of Reconstruction, pp. 166-172. Wilson, Division and Reunion, pp. 268, 269.hese constitutions were to conform with the constitution ofejected th teenth^ Amendment, could be made to accept it. Besides the ten S states included in the rebellion, Kentucky, Delaware, and Maryland haDodd, Mead and Company.    Copyright, 1899, by James Schouler.]       -trian brig-of-war, whose captain placed him in irons.    Captain i | ,                        Ingraham of the American sloop-of-war Saint Louis, demanded his release
